
Minutes of Meeting on Monday 18 April 2016 at 5.30pm in Cluny Primary School Hall.
Present: Rebecca Edwards, Claire Wood, Emma Milne, Claire Smith, Pamela Parrott, Laura Thomas, Alana Robertson, Gordon Pirie, Sarah Wright, Beverly Marshall, Lorraine Campbell, Nicola Smith, Sarah Ledingham, Sonya Warren, Tracey Reid, Fiona Cowie, Janet Cornell, Gillian Rose, Vicky Clamp, Debbie Lennox and Sam Thomson (Tesco).  Judith Scott (minutes)
Apologies: Debra Mair

Welcome

Rebecca welcomed everyone to the meeting and intimated the apologies.

Approval of Minutes

Alana Robertson approved the minutes from the January meeting and Emma Milne seconded this.

Treasurer’s Report

Tracey Reid advised that the balance in the Parent Council account was £707.82.

Farm to Fork Initiative with Tesco

Sam Thomson provided the meeting with details of the Farm to Fork initiative with Tesco.  She explained that there were three new trails, Healthy Eating, Sustainability and Food for Fuel and showed the resource available for schools to use, explaining the differences between the age groups.  The trails can be mixed and matched to suit different classes along with taster sessions.  Please contact Sam to arrange class or school visits.  Sam left the meeting following her input.
Correspondence
Rebecca Edwards advised that she had received a solicitor’s letter requesting a copy of the statement that was read out at the previous Parent Council meeting and giving 14 days to respond.  Rebecca has replied to the letter advising that the parent statement was a confidential statement only to be read out during the meeting and therefore she would not be able to provide this.  

Parent Council section of Cluny Website

The Parent Council section of the website has been revamped and copies of the constitution and minutes of meetings will now be available.  Meetings of minutes will go on once they have been approved.  Judith Scott to put on agenda for upcoming meetings once available.

Behaviour

Laura Thomas queried Cluny Primary’s Behaviour Policy.  Claire Wood explained that we are currently working on a new Promoting Positive Relationships Policy.  She explained the 6 Golden Rules that the children were expected to follow and these were displayed prominently in each classroom and referred to in assembly on a weekly basis.  If children excelled in any of these areas, special mentions in 
assembly were awarded, along with effort awards for achievement and class reward mechanisms such as dojo or table points.  When children do not follow these Golden Rules, the children are given a warning, and the reason for this is clearly explained by the member of staff concerned.  If this behaviour continues then Golden Time is removed in the infant stages, and further up the school, children are sent to a member of the Management Team.  Discussions will then take place with the children regarding the effect the behaviour has on other children, their own learning and the good discipline and conduct of the school.  The children are encouraged to reflect on this and if appropriate, parents are informed.  In general, standards of behaviour within our school are very good.

Homework

Laura Thomas raised the subject of Homework and queried the fact that her Primary 3 pupil gets more homework than her Primary 5 pupil.  Miss Wood explained the two purposes behind our school homework policy:

1.            To encourage children to develop an independent work ethic 

2. To promote sharing of learning between learner and family

Presently the recommended timescales are:

Primary 1,2 and 3 

approximately 15 minutes per day

Primary 4 and 5 


approximately 20 minutes per day

Primary 6 and 7


approximately 30 minutes per day

Feedback from Parent audits has shown that families appreciate the range and type of homework, however it was felt that a whole school audit may be helpful through survey monkey. Parents at the Parent Council Meeting felt that where teachers put homework out on a Monday, for this to be returned on a Thursday, was helpful.  Vicky Clamp informed the meeting that Buckie Library runs a homework club each Thursday.  Miss Wood mentioned that this could be put into the weekly letter for all parents to be aware of.

School Meals
Gillian Rose raised the concern of price and quantity of food provided at canteen.  Her son is in Primary Seven and is often still hungry having eaten his canteen meal.  All children regardless of age and size are given the same portion.  Miss Wood agreed to speak to Amanda Milne in the canteen to see if this problem can be overcome.

Constitution

SPTC have suggested some changes to the constitution.  Rebecca is to form a sub-committee to discuss these changes and asked for volunteers to be involved.  The sub-committee would then prepare the amended constitution, distribute it to members and report back at the AGM in September.

Question of the Month

It was agreed that a ‘question of the month’ would be issued through ‘Survey Monkey’ for parents to respond to.  Alana Robertson agreed to provide assistance to Judith Scott and Sarah Ledingham to arrange this.
Head Teacher Report

Miss Wood provided details of the school improvement plan.  She also advised of various major purchases for the school: £5000 for playground equipment, £7000 for CCTV, £15000 for an additional teacher until June 2016 and £1500 for the Accelerated Reader scheme. 

Nicola Smith suggested the Parent Council gift the money in the bank account to Friends of Cluny for donation to the school.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be the AGM and will be held on Monday 26th September 2016 at 5.30pm in the school hall.
