Listening and Talking
What are we learning in Listening and Talking?

In the First Level children will be able to listen attentively to others and discuss with them what they are saying.  They can then ask questions to gain more information or to clarify points and show an interest when others are talking.

The children are able to talk confidently to others about a range of subjects and should understand when it is an appropriate time to ask questions.  Children are at all times encouraged to discuss their thinking and to share their approaches and solutions with others.  They are also required to give their opinion on a subject and then give reasons to support their thinking.

The children will already be used to reading aloud within their groups and will now be encouraged to consider their audience by developing their fluency and adding expression to their voices.  

They will begin to give presentations of their work to larger audiences of their peers, confidently communicating their learning.  The audience will be required to give constructive feedback, considering how to respond respectfully whilst still giving an honest opinion.

The children will also become more aware of how to communicate in both formal and informal situations, and to a wider variety of audiences.  They will also learn how to support their presentation through the use of posters, power point presentation, photographs etc.

Through simple activities such as circle time games, community builders and board games the children have to consider each other and learn the importance of taking turns and giving everyone the opportunity to feel included.

Listening experience and Outcomes

Enjoyment and choice

· I regularly select and listen to or watch texts which I enjoy and find interesting, and I can explain why I prefer certain sources.
· I regularly select subject, purpose, format and resources to create text of my choice.

Tools for listening and talking

· When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask questions and how to respond with respect.

· I am exploring how pace, gesture, expression, emphasis and choice of words are used to engage others and I can use what I learn.

Finding and using information

· As I listen or watch, I can identify and discuss the purpose, key words and main ideas of the text, and use this information for a specific purpose.
· As I listen or watch, I am learning to make notes under given headings and use these to understand what I have listened to or watched and create new texts.  
· I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in a logical sequence and use words which will be interesting and/or useful for others.
Understanding, analysing and evaluating

· I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to and asking different kinds of questions.

· To help me develop an informed view, I am learning to recognise the difference between fact and opinion.

Creating texts

· When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can exchange information, experiences, explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more.
· I can communicate clearly when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning, using selected resources as required.
